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>>> SAFEGUARDING SPOTLIGHT

Dear GFS Families,
This edition shines a spotlight on an important topic, our school washrooms. Recently,
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some concerns have surfaced within our community and by sharing these insights, we
aim to encourage meaningful conversations at home while reinforcing the key
messages and expectations we're promoting in school.

Ms Mandy,

Vice Principal & Every child has the right to feel safe and respected in all areas of the school.
Designated Safeguarding Washrooms are shared spaces and all students should be able to feel safe and
Lead

o comfortable using them. Misuse of these spaces can lead to safeguarding concerns
v.principal_gfs@gemsedu.com

and negatively impact the school environment and children’s feelings towards school.

Together, we can ensure that these shared spaces remain clean, respectful, and safe
for every student.
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OOL"WASHROOMS

Washrooms are essential facilities in every school, but they also present unique safeguarding challenges. To
safeguard and protect the privacy of students and staff, washrooms are one of the few areas without CCTV
coverage and without staff supervision, which can make them vulnerable to misuse. While most students use
these spaces responsibly, we have observed and been made aware of occasional incidents of anti-social
behaviour. These behaviours compromise safety and respect for others and as a school, we are committed to
eradicating them.

Our Expectations for Students
Students are reminded that washrooms are shared spaces and should be treated with care and respect. Key
expectations include:

* Flush after use: Every student should ensure the toilet is flushed properly.

* Keep it clean: Wipe the seat if necessary and dispose of tissue in the bin, not on the floor.

* Respect privacy: Avoid playing, shouting, or lingering in the washroom.

* Report issues: If something is broken or unclean, inform a teacher or the designated washroom
attendant.

* Personal responsibility: Treat the facilities as you would at home, leave them clean for the next person.
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Our Action Plan

Over the coming weeks, we will:

Raise Awareness - Deliver assemblies and
class discussions focused on respect, hygiene
and responsible behaviour in washrooms.

Increase Staff Presence - Position staff near
washrooms during peak times, following all
Safeguarding

safeguarding procedures.

trained staff to carry out spot checks.
Apply School Policies - Enforce
consequences for unacceptable behaviour,
including vandalism, vaping or use of mobile

phones.

Monitor and Review - Track incidents and
review patterns to ensure accountability and
continuous improvement.

Student-Led
Empower students to create posters, videos,

Awareness Initiatives -

and peer campaigns promoting positive

behavior.

Keep Entrance Doors Open - Ensure
washroom entrance doors remain open (while
maintfaining privacy) to discourage misuse.

Install Positive Messaging - Place clear
signage inside and outside washrooms
reinforcing expectations and respect for

shared spaces.

Regular Cleanliness Checks - Increase

frequency of checks
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How Parents Can Help at Home

Building good habits
reinforcing personal

and
key to

starts at home,

responsibility is

ensuring respectful use of shared spaces at

school. Here are some practical ways you can

support your child:

Model Good Habits- Show your child what
responsible bathroom use looks like: flushing,
washing hands, and leaving the space tidy.
Talk About Respect for Shared Spaces
Explain that school washrooms are used by
everyone, so keeping them clean and safe is
part of showing respect for others.
Encourage Independence - Remind your
child to check the toilet and surrounding area
before leaving and to take responsibility for
their own hygiene.

Discuss Appropriate Behaviour - Make sure
your child understands that vandalism, vaping
washrooms s

or using phones in

unacceptable and can lead to serious
consequences.

Promote Reporting - Empower your child to
speak up if they see misuse or something that
makes them uncomfortable. Reporting helps
keep everyone safe.

Encourage Cleaning Up Everywhere:
Teach your child that personal responsibility
goes beyond the washroom, tidying up after
themselves in classrooms, at home, and in
shared spaces shows respect and care for the
community.

Highlight Respect for Others: Help your
child understand that toilet attendants and

service staff are not there to tidy up after

individuals. Respect means taking
responsibility, leaving spaces tidy and
appreciating the effort others put into

maintfaining a clean environment.
Praise Positive Actions: Recognise and

celebrate when your child demonstrates

responsibility, both at home and at school.
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Morning Drop-Off Reminder for Parents

To ensure a safe and efficient drop-off experience for all families, please take note of the

following:

Designated Drop-Off Zone:

Located inside Gate 1, near the main car park. This

area is clearly marked for quick drop-off and go.
Be Ready Before Arrival:

Children should be fully prepared to exit the
vehicle. Goodbyes should be completed
beforehand to avoid delays.

Quick Exit Expected:

Please do not linger in the drop-off zone. This helps

keep traffic flowing and respects everyone’s time.
Supervised Safety:
Staff members are present to oversee students as
they enter the school grounds, ensuring their safety.

Avoid Distractions:

We've noticed some parents walking through the
car park while looking at their phones, unaware of
their surroundings. This behaviour puts both
themselves and others at risk.

Lead by Example:

Children are always watching us. Let's model safe,
respectful behaviour during drop-off to reinforce the
values we teach.

Do Not Drop Off in the Middle of the Car Park:
Dropping children off while queuing or outside the
designated area is unsafe. Cars may begin moving
unexpectedly, putting children at risk. Always use
the designated drop-off zone.

Measages Eot The Clinic

Please complete and submit the online Health
Forms on GEMS Connect to provide essential health
information and authorise first aid or emergency
care if needed. This applies to all families (new,
existing, or updating records). Without these
details, students cannot join after-school activities,
trips, or tournaments. All information will be kept
strictly confidential in line with our privacy policy.

Students must not carry medication. If medication is
required during school hours, parents must arrange
this with the clinic in advance, providing a current
prescription with diagnosis from the treating
physician. The clinic will guide you on next steps.
Please see our Medication Policy on the school
website.

If your child is unwell, please keep them at home to
prevent infection, apply for leave on GEMS
Connect, and inform the class teacher/form tutor
and clinic. For contagious illnesses, the clinic may
request lab and medical reports for health records
and reporting purposes. Please refer to our Stay at
Home if Unwell policy on the school website.

We kindly ask that sick students are collected within
30 minutes, as the clinic team also needs to care for
other children and emergencies. This is part of our
clinic process and is shared on the school website.

To avoid unnecessary worry or confusion, students

are not permitted to call parents directly while
waiting for triage or under observation.




