jJajglo dluwpa o
Q.'[)

Founders School
DUBAI

October
Edition 2025

>>> SAFEGUARDING SPOTLIGHT

Ms Mandy,
Vice Principal &
Designated Safeguarding
Lead

v.principal_gfs@gemsedu.com

Dear GFS Families,

As we settle into the rhythm of the new school year, it's clear that the children are
now well-adjusted to their routines and learning environments. With this stability,
we've begun to observe emerging trends in safeguarding that we believe are
important for you to be aware of.

This issue will highlight some concerns that have surfaced within our school

community. By sharing these insights, we hope to encourage meaningful

conversations at home and reinforce the key messages we're promoting in school.
Your partnership is vital in helping children navigate challenges safely and
confidently.

As children grow and interact with others, it's
important they learn how to respect their own
bodies and the boundaries of others. Teaching
personal boundaries early helps build confidence,
safety awareness and respectful relationships.

Toilet Etiquette
Children should understand that:

Penponak, Boundaiies

How Parents Can Help

o Talk regularly and openly about body safety.

e Use correct names for body parts to reduce
confusion or shame.

e Reinforce that secrets about touching are
never okay.

e Praise your child for coming to you with
concerns.

o Toileting is a private activity

e They must

bathroom and never enter when someone else

respect

others’ privacy in the

What to Do If Something Happens

If your child experiences or witnesses

is using it. inappropriate behavior, they should:
Keeping Private Parts Private e Tell a trusted adult immediately.
It's important to teach your children: e Know that they will be listened to and

e The parts of their body covered by underwear

are private

e No one should ask to see or touch their private

parts

supported.
e Understand that it's never their fault and they
are not in trouble for speaking up.

e They should never ask to see or touch someone

else’s private parts.
That their body belongs to them.

Click here for resources including workbooks and
videos you can use with your children to help
them learn about personal boundaries.


https://www.socialworkerstoolbox.com/me-myself-and-my-body-free-activity-pack-to-learn-about-personal-safety/

Sﬁaotlight on

AL MEDIA AT HOME

As part of our ongoing safeguarding efforts, we want to raise awareness among parents about troubling

trends we've identified in student behavior online when at home - especially on platforms like TikTok.

Key Concerns

» Underage Usage: Despite TikTok’s minimum age requirement of 13, we've observed children under this age actively

using the platform out of school.

o Multiple Accounts: Some children are creating multiple TikTok accounts to bypass parental controls and monitoring.

¢ Online Bullying: Instances of cyberbullying, including targeted harassment and peer pressure through TikTok videos.

* Unauthorised Use of Videos: A growing concern is children creating content using videos of others - peers, teachers

or even strangers without their consent. This behavior not only violates privacy but may also breach UAE law.

Please be informed that TikTok is blocked on the school wifi filters and cannot be accessed in school.

What you need to know about the
Legal Implications in the UAE

The UAE enforces strict regulations to protect
individuals and uphold responsible digital
conduct:

e Federal Decree Law No. 34 of 2021 criminalises
online bullying, defamation, and the sharing of
harmful or false content. Violations can lead to
fines or imprisonment—even for minors.

e Privacy and Consent Laws: Recording or sharing
images or videos of others without their explicit
consent is illegal. Penalties include jail time and
fines ranging from AED 150,000 to AED
500,000.

o Defamation and Reputation Harm: Even if the
content shared is true, publishing material that
harms someone’s reputation can be considered
defamation under UAE law.

 Exception for Police Reporting: The only legal
exception for recording someone without consent
is when the footage is submitted directly to police
as part of a complaint. It must not be shared
publicly or posted online.

What Parents Can Do - A Call to
Action

We urge all parents to take proactive steps to
safeguard their children’s digital wellbeing:

1. Review Your Child’s Devices

2.

Check for multiple TikTok accounts or hidden apps.
Ensure age-appropriate content filters are enabled.

Talk About Consent and Respect

Discuss the importance of not recording or sharing others
without permission.

Reinforce empathy and kindness in online interactions.

. Set Clear Boundaries

Establish screen time limits and device-free zones (e.g.,
bedrooms, dinner table).

Delay access to social media until your child is emotionally
ready.

. Use Parental Controls

Activate built-in safety features on TikTok and other apps.
Monitor activity regularly and adjust settings as needed.

. Stay Informed and Involved

Attend school safeguarding briefings and workshops.
Reach out to the school’s safeguarding team with any concerns
or questions.

. Report Issues Promptly

If you suspect online bullying, unauthorised video sharing, or
inappropriate content, report it to the school if it occurs during
school hours or involves school platforms.

If an incident occurs outside of school, it may not fall under the
school’s jurisdiction. In such cases, we strongly encourage
parents to resolve concerns with each other, if not possible,
then report concerns directly to the Dubai e-Crimes Department.
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Keeping our children safe during school drop-off and pick-up is a top priority. To ensure everyone
arrives and leaves safely, it's important that all drivers, pedestrians, and students follow the
school’s traffic and safety rules. Your cooperation makes a real difference in protecting our

students each day. Here's how we can all help:

Gate usage:

Front of the school: Gate 1 and Gate 5 are for
vehicles only. Pedestrians should use Gate O or
Gate 2, always crossing at the zebra crossing.
Rear of the school: Gate 6 and Gate 9 are for
student entry in the morning and exit after the last
bus has left. Gate 9 allows parents to enter only
once the last bus has left.

Drive safely & respectfully:
Keep speeds low, follow staff directions, and never
park where children walk.

Don't double-park, block other cars, or drop
children on the main road or in the middle of the
car park.

Never leave children unattended inside the car.

Buckle up, put phones away, and model safe habits.

Drop & Go system:

Quick drop-offs only, stay in your vehicle.
Children should have bags and belongings ready
before arrival.

Staff and parent volunteers will assist students safely.

Bus safety:
Students must follow all health and safety guidelines
on the bus.
Always carry the school ID and scan it when
boarding and leaving the bus.
Always wear the seatbelt.

Siblings pass reminder:
Older students collecting younger siblings must
carry the sibling pass, and younger siblings should
have theirs too.

Measages Eot The Clinic

Please complete and submit the online Health
Forms on GEMS Connect to provide essential health
information and authorise first aid or emergency
care if needed. This applies to all families (new,
existing, or updating records). Without these
details, students cannot join after-school activities,
trips, or tournaments. All information will be kept
strictly confidential in line with our privacy policy.

Students must not carry medication. If medication is
required during school hours, parents must arrange
this with the clinic in advance, providing a current
prescription with diagnosis from the treating
physician. The clinic will guide you on next steps.
Please see our Medication Policy on the school
website.

If your child is unwell, please keep them at home to
prevent infection, apply for leave on GEMS
Connect, and inform the class teacher/form tutor
and clinic. For contagious illnesses, the clinic may
request lab and medical reports for health records
and reporting purposes. Please refer to our Stay at
Home if Unwell policy on the school website.

We kindly ask that sick students are collected within
30 minutes, as the clinic team also needs to care for
other children and emergencies. This is part of our
clinic process and is shared on the school website.

To avoid unnecessary worry or confusion, students
are not permitted to call parents directly while
waiting for triage or under observation.



