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>>> SAFEGUARDING SPOTLIGHT

Ms Mandy,
Vice Principal &
Designated Safeguarding
Lead

v.principal_gfs@gemsedu.com

Dear GFS Families,

At GFS, the safety and wellbeing of our students is always our highest priority. This
monthly newsletter keeps parents informed about key safeguarding topics that are
relevant to our school community.

Each issue shares practical hints and tips to support children at home, as well as
updates on the events, workshops, and initiatives taking place at GFS to promote
student welfare and safety. Our aim is to strengthen the partnership between school
and home, ensuring that every child feels safe, supported, and able to thrive.

In this edition, we are pleased to introduce the members of our Safeguarding Team,
remind you of our mobile phone policy and give some key steps to help ensure your
child has a safe start to the year.

Thank you for taking the time to read and engage with these updates. Together, we
can continue to build a caring and protective environment for all our students.

WSWMMW’EWW

i L
B = B 0 B R0
- Every staff member also wears our “I
Care, | Listen” badge, which reminds
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At GFS, safeguarding is central to our
work. Our Safeguarding Team has

h." completed Level 3 training and is fully
equipped to support with any concern.

@ @ M Importantly, all staff at GFS are trained in

safeguarding. They know how to

recognise signs of neglect or abuse and
how to act if they are worried about a

child.  Safeguarding is a shared
responsibility across the whole school

them of their duty of care and signals to
students that they are safe, trusted adults
to speak to. If you have concerns about a
child, please contact a member of this
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team. Together, we ensure that safety and

wellbeing always come first.
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BILE PHONES IN
SCHOOLS

YOU'RE IN A NO PHONE ZONE

I\Jl (@)
GFS is a No-Phone School

We would like to remind parents that GFS is a no-phone school. If your child has a mobile phone we encourage your child
to keep it at home. Students must not use their phone or any wearable technology that can record, connect to the internet, or
be used for communication during the school day. If a student is found using a phone on site, the device will be
confiscated and must be collected by a parent. While we understand that some students may need to use their phone at the
end of the day to coordinate transport arrangements, phones must only be used after leaving the school building at the end
of the school day. Mobile phones are not permitted as a learning device.

It is also important for families to be aware of the responsibilities that come with mobile phone use in the UAE. Under UAE
law, parents are held accountable for the online behaviour of their children. This includes misuse such as cyberbullying,

inappropriate sharing of images or videos, or posting offensive or harmful content. The consequences for such actions can
be serious, and responsibility does not rest with the school but with the child and their family.

Finally, a reminder that all parents must complete the DDRUA form. If you have not yet done so, please complete it as soon

as possible to ensure compliance with school and regulatory requirements. Click here to complete the form.

We ask for your support in reinforcing safe, respectful, and lawful use of technology with your children. Together, we can
ensure a secure and positive environment for all students.

Photo Consent

At GFS, we love to celebrate the
achievements and experiences of our
students. These may appear on our
website, social media, newsletters,
displays, or marketing materials.

In line with UAE laws on image sharing
and privacy, no child’s image can be
used publicly without parental consent.
Please log in to GEMS Connect to
indicate your preference.

For step-by-step guidance, watch this
short video:

Instructional Video Link.

Thank you for supporting us in
celebrating our students safely and
responsibly.

DHA Health Forms

A reminder that DHA Mandatory Health
Forms must be completed for every child
at the start of each academic year. These
forms are essential to ensure we have
accurate and up-to-date information to
support your child’s physical and mental
wellbeing.

Please note that students will not be able
to attend school trips, events, or ECAs
until the forms are completed. We kindly
ask you not to delay in submitting this
information so that your child can
participate fully in all opportunities
available.

Click here for the form.
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Parent IDs

For the safety of all children, it is essential
that all parents wear their yellow Parent ID
badge whenever they are on site. This
allows our security and staff to quickly
identify authorised visitors.

If you do not have your Parent ID with
you, you must collect a visitor's badge
from the security gate before entering.
Please note that if your ID is left in the
car, you will be asked to return and
collect it.

We kindly remind everyone to treat our
security and staff with respect. They are
doing their job to keep our students safe,
and your cooperation helps us maintain a
secure school environment.


https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=3Kez0n7Vf0GQrRSbhy6aoSeRv1t9xaxPl_vfrhqM8rtURUNaTDk4TzlQTVo0S1JGSjg5Q0RTSEMySS4u
https://www.youtube.com/shorts/qSbyy1MKmxQ
https://gemsedu-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/p/c_fealy_gfs/EXEo6qh4KVhHkPLsdpNfVu4BdJ9sG3tIzOQR3L3jjVn_xw?e=xdygTq

