
I LEARN

History Y12 - TERM 3

I READ:

I ANALYSE I  EVALUATE

I INTERPRET I LINK

•Fall of Tsarism – Understanding how Rasputin’s influence and Nicholas II’s failings led to the collapse of 

Tsarist rule (1914–17). 

•Two Revolutions in 1917 – Tracing the shift from the February Revolution to the Bolshevik takeover in 

October, and why both governments failed. 

•Skills development – Building key historical skills for analysing and explaining events 

https://www.pearsonschoolsandfecolleges.co.uk/secondary/history

Historical Association — Russia Topic Guide

https://www.history.org.uk/secondary/categories/1179/resource/8521

•Source analysis – Examining sources 

(telegrams, photographs, cartoons) to 

understand what they show about Russia’s 

crisis and what they omit. 

•Interpreting historians’ views – Exploring why 

historians disagree on events like the July 

Days and October Revolution, considering 

perspective and purpose. 

•Weighing causes – Analysing the importance 

of factors such as Rasputin, World War One, 

and Bolshevik organisation in the fall of 

Tsarism. 

•I evaluate using key vocabulary – Confidently 

applying and explaining precise historical terms in 

context. 

•I evaluate arguments – Writing extended essays 

with clear, evidence-based judgements. 

•I evaluate significance and perspectives –

Explaining why events mattered and how different 

groups viewed them. 

•I interpret historical debates – Assessing 

different interpretations of the October 

Revolution to reach a justified conclusion. 

•I interpret assessment criteria – Using exam 

mark schemes to evaluate and improve their 

own and others’ work. 

•I interpret alternative outcomes – Considering 

counterfactuals to explore how events might 

have unfolded differently. 

•I link revolutions – Comparing 1905, February, 

and October to identify patterns in success and 

failure. 

•I link causes across time – Connecting long-

term weaknesses with short-term triggers to 

understand how crises develop. 

•I link to wider themes – Relating Russia to 

broader ideas of leadership, legitimacy, and 

political change. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zcxp6yc/revision/1
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zcxp6yc/revision/1

