
1. Long-term and short-term causes of Germany’s instability
2. How alliances and diplomacy shaped international relations
3. How constitutions shape political power
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• How Germany’s foreign relations 
shift from Bismarck’s alliances to 
isolation after WW1 and Versailles.

• How Germany’s political system 
changes from Kaiserreich → 
wartime collapse → Weimar 
democracy.

• How internal pressures (militarism, 
nationalism, war strain) build 
across 1873–1919.

• Success and limits of Bismarck’s 
alliance system compared to post-
WW1 diplomacy.

• How far wartime strain vs. external 
pressure caused Germany’s 1918–19 
crisis.

• Whether Versailles or the Weimar 
Constitution posed the greater long-
term threat.

• Motives behind Bismarck’s 
alliances, wartime decisions, Allied 
aims at Versailles, and Weimar 
reforms.

• How different groups (public, 
military, foreign powers) viewed 
Germany across each period.

• What sources from 1875–1919 
reveal about fear, instability, and 
political change.

• Foreign-policy continuity: alliances → 
crises → war → Versailles 
punishment.

• Political evolution from authoritarian 
empire to unstable democracy.

• Long-term issues (nationalism, fear of 
encirclement, militarism) running 
through all periods

• Jonathan Steinberg – Bismarck: A Life

• A.J.P. Taylor – Bismarck: The Man and the Statesman
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