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I LEARN

HISTORY YEAR 13 - TERM 1.1

I READ

 I ANALYSE

1)Germany – Pre unification 

 I EVALUATE

 I INTERPRET
• The unification of Germany and the 

motivations behind the Wars of 

Unification 

• The structure and democratic nature of the 

1871 constitution 

• The views of political parties in Germany 

in the 1870s 

• Bismarck’s intentions in starting the 

Kulturkampf 

 I LINK

Books: Blood and Iron The Rise and Fall of the German Empire 1871-1918
"Bismarck: A Life" by Jonathan Steinberg
"Germany 1815–1990: A Political and Economic History" by William Carr
Website: Alpha History – https://alphahistory.com/germanunification/

2)The reasons for a Unified Germany and the 

struggle to realise this aim 5) Why is Bismarck considered a political 
giant? 

4) Bismarck, was he Loved or Hated?

3) The Consolidation of Germany as a political 

and social entity

1. The extent to which the Second Reich 

was an economic giant.

2. How democratic the 1871 German 

constitution was

3. The impact of the Reichstag on 

regional and social divisions

4. Bismarck’s actions during the 

Kulturkampf and their implications 

5. Bismarck’s use of Realpolitik when 

dealing with the National Liberals 

• The effectiveness and limitations of the German 

constitution of 1871 

• The political influence of the Reichstag and its 

ability to address divisions 

• The reasons behind the Kulturkampf and its 

broader political consequences 

• The success of Bismarck’s Realpolitik strategy 

The significance of Hindenburg, Ludendorff, and 

Erzberger’s Peace Resolution

 

• The long-term causes of WWI, especially 

Germany’s political and military development.

•  The development of authoritarian and democratic 

systems in Germany (1871 vs 1918).

• Concepts of Realpolitik and statecraft relevant to 

19th and 20th century European diplomacy.

• Ideological struggles in Europe, such as 

liberalism, conservatism, and socialism.

•  The evolution of German foreign policy from 

Bismarck to the interwar period.
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