
I LEARN

ENGLISH LITERATURE YEAR 12 - TERM 3.1

I READ

 I LINK

How to critically analyse contemporary poetry using close 

reading techniques

I EVALUATE 
1.  I can evaluate how poets use form, voice 

and structure to shape meaning.

2.  can assess poetic technique in conveying 
complex themes and perspectives.

3. I can reflect on and debate alternative 
interpretations of tone and viewpoint.

4.  I can use critical perspectives to deepen 
understanding.

 I CREATE
1. I can construct a personal interpretation of each 

poem with textual evidence.

2. I can write comparative critical arguments 
between poems.

3. I can develop creative personal responses with 
sophistication and originality.

4. I can produce structured analytical essays 
meeting AO1–AO4

 I APPLY
1. I can write timed comparative responses under 

exam conditions.

2. I can use literary vocabulary fluently and 
purposefully.

3. I can respond to feedback to improve clarity and 
cohesion in essays.

4. I can revise and strengthen my arguments 
through redrafting.

A selection of poems from the Poems of The Decade Anthology: Eat Me – Patience 
Agbabi, Chainsaw Versus the Pampas Grass – Simon Armitage

Brooklyn by Colm Toibin

How to apply key literary terminology to interpret meaning and 

effects

How to evaluate social, political, and philosophical 

concerns within post-2000 poetry.

How to explore poets’ craft: voice, form, structure, imagery, 

and tone

1. I can link poems to their historical, 
social and cultural contexts.

2. I can link poems to wider anthology 
themes: power, resistance, identity, 
nostalgia.

3. I can link ideas across the anthology 
for comparative analysis.


